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4 György Tóth’s  book, From Wounded  Knee  to  Checkpoint  Charlie,  offers  a  revealing and
captivating  account  of  the  transatlantic  associations  between  the  American  Indian
Sovereignty  Alliance  and  Mitteleuropa.  This  topic  stems  from  the  prolific  body  of
studies on Indigenous-European relations, which engaged the scholarly debate for the
last thirty years. Tóth’s contribution is a welcome and original addition to this field,
first and foremost because it reassesses the larger role that groups often discounted by
scholarship as ‘marginal actors’—such as solidarity networks in the GDR and in the
Eastern Bloc—have played in influencing social movements and American policies; but
also  because  it  reframes  the  debate  on  the  relevance  that  Native  Sovereignty
movements had on an international scale. 
5 From Wounded Knee to Checkpoint Charlie is divided in seven thematical chapters, each of
them  tackling  different  intersections  of  what  appears  to  be  a  long-standing  and
complex  relationship  between  Central  Europeans  and  Native  North  American
Sovereignty groups.  In the first  chapter,  the contextualization which Tóth provides
reveals  the  fertile  cultural  terrain  upon  which  popular  Western  concepts  were
introduced in  Central  Europe and particularly  in  German-speaking countries  at  the
turn of the twentieth century. As Tóth extensively illustrates, the German collective
imagination had already been strongly influenced by the novels of Karl May during the
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second half of the 19th century, yet, it was only after the coming of Buffalo Bill (the
main provider of “live Cowboys and Indians”) that an increasing interest in Western re-
enactments  spread  across  Germany  as  well  as  Austro-Hungarian  countries.  This
interest gave rise to an idiosyncratic phenomenon, the formation of “Western Hobbyist
groups,”  which,  as  Tóth’s  careful  analysis  unfurls  in  later  chapters,  would  play  an
active role  in  establishing a  network of  solidarity  with Native Sovereignty activists
during the Cold War. The first chapter articulates a crucial point in the understanding
of the dealings of the American Indian Sovereignty Alliance: how the dominant cultural
representations  of  “playing  Indian,”  to  use  Philip  Deloria’s  theoretical  framework
(which together with Daniel Cobb’s Native Activism in Cold War America underpins Tóth’s
book),  “both enabled and constrained the transatlantic alliance. In turn, the radical
sovereignty  rights  movement  intervened  in  old  forms  of  ‘playing  Indian’  and
manipulated them to make political claims” (3). 
6 The focus of  each chapter of  From Wounded Knee to  Checkpoint  Charlie alternates the
European setting with the North American one, and so, in chapter two, Tóth’s inquiry
makes a leap back to the U.S. to look at the ways in which the early Native Sovereignty
movement opposed the federal government. The radical Native press was an effective
means of challenging U.S. policies. Consequently, Tóth brings into the discourse the
Akwesasne Notes,  one of the largest radical American Indian Sovereignty newspapers
which  counted  also  considerable  overseas  subscribers.  The  Akwesasne  Notes,  Tóth
highlights, referenced transnational comparisons between visible sites of U.S. imperial
control, such as Vietnam, and the struggles for Native Sovereignty as a strategy to stir
up a meaningful debate on American Indian self-determination. Similarly, the siege of
Wounded Knee in 1973 is also considered as an act of repossession and independence.
The  breadth  of  evidence  which  Tóth  puts  together  in  this  well-argued  chapter
demonstrates how the radical American Indian Sovereignty movement positioned itself
as “a transnational challenge to the U.S. nation-state” (36). 
7 The occupation of Wounded Knee is the starting point for the third chapter,  which
together with chapter four provides the most assorted and at the same time thought-
provoking  range  of  evidence  on  the  transnational  reverberations  of  the  American
Indian Sovereignty movement in Central Europe. Tóth envisions Central Europe as “a
social  and  cultural  contact  zone  for  Native  American  activists  and  their  European
allies” (62), and explains the set of coalitions which the Indian Sovereignty movement
established with diverse European bodies, such as national liberation fronts, ecological
movements and, most critically, Marxist states. According to Tóth, Central Europeans
were  motivated  by  “grassroots  Americanization”—  the  “soft  power”  exerted  by
representations  such as  Wild  West  shows,  as  well  as  other  expressions  of  U.S.  pop
culture—to connect with American Indian Sovereignty movements. This response, for
Germans  in  particular,  stemmed  from  “a  common  all-German  fantasy  and  positive
fascination with the mythical American Indian warrior” (79), also in accord with the
tradition of Karl May’s novels and the art of Karl Bodmer. The chapter highlights the
figure of the Austro-Hungarian activist Richard Erdoes as a first knot in the weaving of
a  network  of  transnational  relations  between Central  Europeans  and  the  American
Indian  Sovereignty  movement.  Tóth  then  sheds  light  on  the  cooperation  between
Central European supporters such as East German scholar Liselotte Welskopf-Heinrich
—one of the greatest advocates of transnational Solidarity networks with Native North
American groups— and American Indian Sovereignty activists Clyde Bellecourt, Denis
Banks and Vernon Bellecourt. The book observes how they also employed dominant
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cultural  representations  of  American  Indians  as  political  statements,  in  what  Tóth
fittingly calls “Playing Indian for Sovereignty” (86). 
8 Chapter four continues along these lines by illustrating the reciprocations of European
solidarity  groups  from  both  sides  of  the  Iron  Curtain  to  the  American  Indian
Sovereignty  movement.  Tóth  articulates,  using memoirs  and  published  accounts  as
records, the  sometimes-unsettling  conflicts  and  contradictions  that  Europeans
recognized within these groups during their support work at Wounded Knee (such as
inequalities in the division of labour, racial hierarchies and issues with security). The
chapter also assesses both gender and sexual politics of the radical Indian Sovereignty
movement. Tóth takes an interesting look at the politics of Native American feminism,
which considers reproduction and childbearing as a form of retaliation and resistance,
only  to  then  delve  further  into  the  relational  and  intimate  connections  between
members  of  European solidarity  groups  and  American  Indian  Sovereignty  activists.
Through a careful use of evidence, Tóth demonstrates how even sexual relationships
between  the  two  groups  were  affected  by  the  dominant  cultural  cliché  of  “White-
Indian” relations, which is a telling reminder of how ingrained these tropes are in the
collective consciousness of both Europeans and Americans.
9 The fifth chapter deals with the Marxist groups’ network of solidarity with the radical
Indian  Sovereignty  movement.  Moving  away  from  their  initial  suspicions  towards
Communism, Indian Sovereignty activists began to embrace the support from Marxist
states, thanks to the new perspectives advanced by the Counterculture and the Civil
Rights  movement,  seeing  them  as  allies  in  the  fight  for  a  “global  anti-colonial
movement”  (119).  Worthy of  note  is  also  the  way in  which Tóth reconstructs  how
countries in the Eastern Bloc exploited the radical Indian Sovereignty movement for
anti-capitalist  and  anti-U.S.  propaganda.  In  the  GDR’s  Kulturbund program,  Native
North Americans were portrayed as “historical victims of U.S. capitalist expansion” and
their  efforts  were  represented  as  working-class  struggles  against  colonialism (121).
Tóth also unveils  how the East  German regime controlled the activities  of  Western
Hobbyist groups, actively trying to suppress the re-enactment of cowboy performances
—seen  as  a  cultural  figure  opposed  to  Communism—and  later  interfering  in  the
activities of East German Solidarity groups judged too entangled with the Western Bloc.
10 Chapters  six  and  seven  respectively  tackle  the  American  Indian  Sovereignty
movement’s  engagement  with  the  United  Nations,  its  endeavours  towards  the
recognition  of  their  sovereignty  rights,  and  the  U.S.’  hounding  responses  to  the
American Indian Sovereignty struggles—which included the involvement of  FBI  and
CIA, as well as incessant legal battles. 
11 From Wounded Knee to Checkpoint Charlie provides a compelling history of the bonds of
transnational solidarity on both sides of the Iron Curtain in the late Cold War, exposing
at the same time why these alliances made a difference in the international recognition
of Indigenous rights. The greatest strength of Tóth’s arguments lies in his thorough
research and his skilful merging of different types of first-hand evidence (memoirs,
interviews, as well as oral histories to a certain extent). An added value to Tóth’s work
also comes from the fact that several materials were accessed in the original language,
making lesser-known evidence available to a wider English language audience, a crucial
feature in transnational scholarship. Embracing an interdisciplinary scope, this book is
a  valuable  resource for  scholars  across  the fields  of  Politics,  Transnational  History,
Indigenous Studies, and Cultural Studies.
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